Hiring an Arborist

It is best to hire a professional arborist:

Tree branches will :
. J i limbs are large or can't safely be reached,
be reaching new , . ;
J if pruning involves using power equipment, and
heights in Sugar Land.

) if pruning is neadod near power lines
Join us in protecting

public safety and - _
YL > _] membership in protessional organizations such
our valuable assets. e S as the Inrernational Soclety of Arboriculrure,

When selecting an arborist, consider:

% brac - ; National Arbocist Assoctation, or American
This hure gives pree Society of Consulting Arborises,
Sugar Land property T ‘I: J cenificarion through the 1SA Cenified Arborist
owners useful >t 7" - program,
J proof of insurance, and
information abowut -
f ) alist of references.
new requirements,
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Property oumers are required to trivn
trees dffecting public rights-of-way o
the follmving guidelines:

Residenfial Tree-trimoming Heights

- Where the rree overhangs a residential
arreet, thene mist be a clear space under
the tree thar is 12 feer above the streer
sueface and 8 feer above the sidewalk
airface,

Mloresiclen il Tree-trimming Hoighss

= Where the mee overhangs a nonresidential
sreet, there must be a clear space under
the tree that is 14 foct above the stroet
surface and & feer abowve the sidewalk
sirtace,

Why is it important to prune
trees along City streets?

First and foremoss, & correctly pruned tree helps
promode @ safe environment. Pruming tees ous of
the Ciry rights-of-way will help ensure thar raffic
safery devices, such as stop sians and traffic signals,
are visible from roadways The ordinance akso will
ensure thar lange vehicles — such as fire rucks,
ambulances and garhage rscks — e able oo safely
navigate Ciry streets. Chverhanging tree limbs can

delay emerpency vehicles when seconds make the differ-
ence between life and dearh

In addition. a properdy pruned tmie progects a valu-
ahle asser from wehicokar damage. Sugar Land's extensive
and mtume tree canopy in many parts of the Ciey proe
vides shawde, siEnificantly reduces enenay bills and can
incTease A property's value by as much as 25 percent.

Tress should be trimmeed with piming shears, not
garhage trscks that Gan cose ireversible dasmage fo
trees and rrcks.

Compliance

The ordinance was efective Aumst 2005, After Jansry
2007, ehe Tty will use thee following endforcement
process

LA letter of noocomplince §s given to
propery owners sturing thae they hanve
30 days to correct the violanony sh.

L After 3 days, a re-inspection aocuns

3. It the resident does niot comply, the
violstion is tumed over to Code Enforce-
ment for fusther wcricn, which msy
include w manicipal court cloaman,

Sugar Land is providing this grace period for nes-
dents tio bring their trees into compliance. During this
rime, the City Dooks forward ro working with residents
toy make sire evenpome understands the ondinance, it
purpoi and requarements: Indommation contimensly
will be priwvided thmmsh Sogar Land's communication
vientkes, mich Sumr Land Today, SLiv 16 E-News ard
vt tapariondin, got,

Disposal of Tree Limbs

Sugar Land solid wase dispesal requirements soate that
tree limbs placed for collection at the curb mug be nio

longer tham four (4) feet in lenath and have a dinmeeer
oof four (4) inches o kese. Tree sumps and logs will noe
b picked up.

Diher Informational Hesources

Keep Sugar Land Beautiful (KSLB} periodically holds a
Cireern Thumb Tree Care class. Comtact the organization
at 281-M3-5752 oo mfidialk. omg. Forr Bend County
Libraries has nmiercas resoumces available o patmons.

Resources on the Web include:
- Foet Bend Master Garderiere:
wantd g com

The Mational Arhaor Dy Founckstion:
s sy omgl e fiamie T hmgs . ofm

- Texas Addd Univessioy: Visir agge-
horiciclnee eome eduf to search om topics
of Intesest, A search om rree pruning resules
v aygerie-Frorricrilenene v echefoxeension/
pruningiprming fumi

Pruning Trees

dany properry owness can safely teio bwes beanches,
For large linnks and limbs that can' safely be seached,
Sugar Land recommends hiring a professional
athorist,

General Tree Pruning Tips

* Ulse the proper tools and keep them clean
ard shasp.

# Feminns the lomass bramehes thae mrerheme
with sreets, @odewmlks Or moatindg maintenance
aich as misving.

= [y to muintain a l:a::h

eounk without beanches | S
tor the fisst 1006 15 ek .
teer. Trim competing . i

ones for greates control
of the e, I

# Prime oo beoken or disensed
bramichaes.

& When malkiog vour final cur ona bramch, cur on
thee onslde edee of the bramch collar so thar the
matural defense chetnicals thar protect the mee
are not removed (see graphic.)

# Prime i late winter when trees ame dosmant. '‘With
spring growehy folliweing socn after, fresh woundy
ang exposed for thie shortests time.

& Tree wouind dresslvar 15 o lompee secomemendad,
except i April theoagh Jure to prevenr oak
wile indecrion,

* Remenne amy suckers granving ar the base of the
trese im b ek SummieT



